
It is wonderful to be here with the Thomas Green's of the 
USA••. andI do appreciate your Exec. Director so,much ... she will 
always be remembered to me as the woman who gave me a minnow pin 
to give my grandmother •.•Majorie had a pin that was a true minnow 
incased in plastic-because I spent so many wonderful hours as a 
child fishing with my grandparents I remarked how I wished I 
could give a similar pin to my 9~~~~0~per, who incidentally I 
knew would WEAR it and Marj did~~a~dmother even had it 
pinned to her bed jacket in the hospital during her last days, 
she treasured it! That story is indicative of the caring spirit 
that I have seen in Marjorie and Thomas in his work both 
professionally and activities like PTA where we ended up together 
on far more than one occasion.... aconnection to the real people 
out there who need the concern and skills of each of us. 

President Clinton has talked about putting People First. (Use 
one page, small print) 

What can you do/we do together? Let's look at some of the 
priorities within the Clinton Administration: 

stimulus or jobs package: I've already mentioned some of the 
components - please try to 'help us make the summer a 
productive/positive one for the individuals to be served. We 
need your help in seeing that the opportunity is really present.

IJ'i'N ~ , ' 
Part of ~he~~vestment package includes the.EITC: Earned Income 
Tax Cred1t. I encourage you to "hook up" w1th one of the 6500 
organizations across the country - many of which may be YOU and 
your agency- which are part of the EITC outreach network. Packets 
were mailed this week showing state by state benefits~ 

Welfare Reform: I encourage you as an organization to prepare 
your thoughts individually and collectively on the next steps in 
welfare reform, and engage with us in dialogue as we proceed. You 
not only can be invalauable for ideas on training but we need 
your best efforts in helping us design a meaningful/productive 
work eXHerience as described by President CLinton throughout the 
campaign~-nd as recently as his address to Congress: we will ask 
persons engaged in training after two years to go to work and if 
a job cannot be obtained to perform a public service type 
work •.. we want it to be maningful~ YOU are vital to the concept 
of linkage throughout the public / private sector as described in 
your most recent report ...we want your best thoughts. 

National Service: 

As this program is introduced I know that you will want to follow 
closely the development within your own states and make sure all 
the right "links" again are being forged .... we welcome your input 

'hereas w~ll. 



Health Care Reform: 

Wejthrough the massive process being carried out) have received 
input from a number of you through letters, calls, meetings. I 
encourage you to help us show strong support for the plan when it 
is announced. We seek to cover with renewe?~~~R9.~~Js on 
preventive and primary care the uncovered~~~~df~hom you serve 
day to day through the programs you administer. Your leadership 
will be key in the reform of health care which is after all a 
reform most basically in the way we all must think of our health 
and its care. I envision your'strong leadership with other state 
agencies, particularly your health departments, medicaid 
agencies, etc. in carying out preventio~nd primary care, 
transpotation networks, even recruitment of health professionals 
and certainly care for the homeless. Please understand: we as a 
country must decide a very tough question: do we want to 
revolutionize our own thinking·about health in America? Sure 
thereare tough questions to follow as.to delivery, financing, but 
the most basic issue is our willingness to really change our 
personal thinking and actions about health, health care, and its 
delivery., You are agents ~f\::han~e, you've shown it in ~he past 
and you w111 be key to mak1ng th1s work. . 

You are genuine living examples of what President.Clinton 
admonishes us daily to do .. ~remember that all paper, all 
policies, budgets, all pieces of legislation affect individuals 
lives •. ,don't forget the Faces of Hope .•. faces reaching out to us 
for hope, faces giving us hope. . 

I know many' of you are tired after the last twelve 
years •..without you, many of the key programs for our citizens in 
poverty would have been gutted. THey weren't and you've earned a 
rest. But we're asking you to go another round. The President 
can't pass or fund his initiatives alone. He can't break the 
gridlock alone••. he still needs your help, and so do America's 
citizens. 

For the first time in a .long time, your efforts do not have to go 
to literally saving your "zeroed" programs and your efforts to 
provide services will be supp~rted, not rebuffed by the 
Administration. 

At last a new day is dawning for America's children and their 
families, the elderly, the homeless ... all of us. We wil work 
together with you. We won't always succeed and we won't always be 
able to do everything that you -- and we -- would want. 

But I can promise you this •..• 
we will never relent in our effort to give every person a chance 
to develop--and fully. Because at the end of Bill Clinton's 
second term~ at the dawn of the third millenium, I want to be 
able to say to my two children - Hamp and Mary-Margaret Rasco and 
to all the citizens of this great country with a clear 
conscience and full heart: I did my best. 



And I want all of you at this meeting to be able to join me in 
looking at one another and saying: We did our best. 

Thank you very much. 
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Notes Prepared By: Bruce Reed 
Paul WcmatciD 

Remarks 
Date: Mard1 24, 1993 
TUne: 3:00 pm 

BACKGROUND 

On Marth 24. the: National Community Action Foundation (NCAF) will beam its amNal 
legislative conference. The Foundation is vc:ry interested in how they ean util11.e their 
nctwcrk of agencies to hcLpimplement the Clinton Admhrlstrationls anti-poverty and 
outreach ag~nda. 400 to 450 of the people will be in attendance~ including board mmlbc.n, 
dirsctors, and staff from communlry. action qc:ncies around tho country. 

NCAF representS nearly one:; tbO"~sand community action agencies that operate a variety of 
programs, including Head Start, fUel assisluce. wc:athc;riz:ations and housing. The 
organization would probably be interested in your experiences with community aaion 
agenC:ie& in Arkansas. 

EXPECTATION'S ABOUT YOUR REMARKS 

You are sc.heduled to speak to the confc:rcnce from 3:00 to 4:00 pm, however. David Bradley. 
NCAF's Executive Director, say, you mould feel flee to talk as little or as much as you want. 
They would likt to h~\fe a Q&A following your remarlal. DaVid Bradley assures me that the 
questions will he softballs, such as will tbc administration support conununity a..."'tion agencies. 
There is considerable goodwill amollg the NeAP membership, who are rclic:vcd to baYe a 
Demottal In office after twelve years of Reagan and Bush. David Bradley emphasized to me 
that the membership will be ~tisfied if all you say is that the Reagan-Bush era is over, and 
Presid\;ut Clinton is open to the ideas of NCAF. 
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TALKING POINTS 

• 	 Punin& people first moans puUmS people back mcontrol -- of their livc&, their 
neighborhoods, and tbeJr QJUlJtJ:y. 'IbcrG arc plonty of ways to do it. 
Community development banks, Head Start, low-lncomc CDCl'gy assistance 
programs. 

• . President Ointon has stated that to restore our cities and encourage rurd 
economic development, WI; must cr~ a partnen;bip at all levels, comm.itted to 

excellence and community service. 1be fcde:ra1 govCtntnalt must get involved 

again. workin& band and hand with state and local governments. Non-profit 

organizatioDS have a major role to play. But mos.t important, commODIty 

groups and local citizen·organizations must serve as tbc baekbone of our Nral 


.and urban Improvement ~fforts'(~ If<< Ctkt a ~ ~ dirr ~ +u ~ 
.. 	 PIcsidmt Clinton recogni1;es the need to develop innovative idc:a5 to ptOnlote 

growth in low-income communities. The Working Group on Community 
Development and Empowerment Is already at wwkdevc:lopiDg proposal$.~ eZ $. CDB. 

• The President baS c:ommitted m iove&ting in communities, people. and grass 
mot orianir.ationa. His economiC plan includel additional funds for Hcad Start, 

low-inoome housing. weatherization assistance, and community development 

banks. 


• 
 . 	 . ~eJIIJW\ANI ~)(n", 

Presj(knt Clinton UDdersawds the effectiveness of ~nWWDiiY' aeaeD ~Q.OL~ 
Iff, "seQ them UmEWatively as, GOVet"ftet 9f ..\rlmsiui iD itBrJiemcntWTwclfaro .. 
,.~ Our door is open to your ideas on how to utiliZe ~mmUDity adimr-~ilY ()a 0 I. 'V....J;V 
agencies in eueoutaglng community development, opportunity, and 0 ~v 
empowcnncnt. 
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'AcrSDEr 

CommllDlty Acdoa Ageudet Progra.aa 

• 	 President Bush mod to eliminate tbe Communfty Action As'DCy prop:am. He 
proPOEed zeroing out its bud.r,ct for Fiscal Year 1993. Congress was able to 
fund the program at $372 million. in greatpatt due to the efforts of the 
National Conmu,mity Action Foundation 

• 	 For Fiscal Year 1994, the community Action Progrmn's funding will be frozen 
at last year's level -- $37Z million. The progmn it; funded out of HHS as part 
of the Conununity Service Block Gnmt. The NCAF is comfortable With this 
levc:l of funding. 

• 	 The program is up for reauthorizatbm thls year. To the host of my knowledge, 
I do not believe the AdmiolsttatiOD has taken a position OD the; legislation yet. 

• 	 The Community Action Agency Program was founded in 196'h as part of 
L)llldon Johnson's war on poverty. 

Head Start 

• 	 Around 700 community action agencies operate Head Start pros,nuns. 

• 	 The Clinton AdminiSUation's economic paclmge proposes 10 increase funding 
for Head Start by $3.2 billion by 1997, $8 billion over four y~, adUeving 
full funding for an estimated 1.4 million eligible disadvantaged children by 
1999. 

Weatberi1.atlon AssIstance 

• 	 As part of the stimulus package, the weatherization assistance program for 
low-mrome eJriun.s will re~ve an incn;asc of $60 miWon in 1994, and $100 
million per year: in ·1995-1997. 

• 	 With a leveraging ratio of 1:1 from the states, ZIIl additional4SO,OOO homes 
will be weatherized Over the cumntly projected number for the; 1994-97 
~rioo. { 

COmmualty DeTdopmwt Banks (COBs) 

• COBs, community credit unions, revolving loan funds, mictOCtlterplises, go 
to neiguborht::KldS that traditiOlMll financial institutions won't serve. Their 
leaders get to know the people there; They provide money for capital to start 
5JIlilll business, for teobnical aid to keep 1Mb' businesses goins, for loans to 

http:Progra.aa
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rehab 1:1 gutted building. The PresideDt.. economie plan includes S354 millio.o 
(FY94-FY97) for development of a CDB network. 

\ 



~-~~ 
qJ~~hl.a~' 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY ACTION FOUNDATION dJO.' 
2100 M STREET. N.W. 


SUITE' 604 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 


Tel (202) 775-0223 
Fax (202) 775-0225 

February 1 r~ '1993 

Ms. Carol Rasco 
Assistant to the President, Domestic PolIcy 
The.White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
\\'ashington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Rasco:' 

The National Community Action Foundation will be holding its annual Legislative CO~el'e!l~ : 

on March 24 through 26, 1993 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on Capitol Hill. We expect 400 to . 

450 people to be in attendance, including Board Members, Directors, and staff from tiI~ 


~~~~.. io/ ~c wthe waf0uld be hOfnoredWedn .a ..../"'-1 ~aA j..~.~..ll.uA..;.~._..en.~iC?.~~ross th.e ~~'1.~try. .. ~Ysda0U wMarc0uldhacc24ept
_"' .~tJ.~'t\~~~ess.conlerence partICiPants on e. temoon 0 ..... '.. y,.. or ~ [""

,.tne~l:.i:iIffiing·dfiFiiaaY;Man:h-26:· EXact timiIig can be arranged to accoinmodateyour schedule; 
. " .":" ", . ":.. ..,' .. ' . , .' , , ,., .'. ~. 

Weare aware ofyour long-standing relationship with the Community Action Agencies of 
Arkansas. These agencies are part of a nationwide network of nearly 1000 Community Action 
Agencies that operate a variety of programs with the purpose of helping low-income i\mericans 
a(;hieve self-sufficiency. These programs include Head Stan, Low-Income Energy Assistance. 
Community Services, McKinney Homeless programs, food and nutrition, employment and 
training programs, etc. 

The Community Action Program is excited aoout the Clinton Adtninistration and is willing to do 
whatever it can to contribute to the new Administration's success, including offering a ready 
iletwork of agencies that are available to help implement the anti-poverty and outreach agenda of 
the White House. We would look forward to hearing your views on how low-income 
programs, particularly Community At:tion, fit in to President Clinton's emerging domestic 
...",1;t"' .. , I)lT;:r.'ttrt~.l ' 
1'''-''U''-'J ...t:tw,u"".... ~ . 

-
We have included a list of conference speakers from previous years. We appreciate yow' 

consideration of this invitation and look forward to hearing from you soon. 


Sincerely, 

'~K>{3v~. 
David Bradley . 7 
Executive Director . 



The National Community Action Foundation Annual Legislative Conterence
Past Speakers Include: 

1992 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
Senator John D. Rockefeller IV 
Representative Barney Frank 
Rep. Bruce Vento 
Rep. Matthew Martinez 
Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Rep. Vin Weber 
Rep. William Goodling 
Catherine Milton 
Adam Yarmolinsky 

1990 
Senator Paul Simon 
Senator Chris Dodd 
Senator Carl Levin 
Senator Kent Conrad 
Senator Orrin Hatch 
Rep. Joseph Kennedy 
Rep. Jolene Unsoeld 
Rep. Major Owens 
Hon. Lowell Weicker 

1988 
Senator Edward Kennedy 
Senator John D. Rockefeller IV 
Senator Ernest F. Hollings 
Senator Don Riegle 
Senator Kent Conrad 
Senator Charles Grassley 
Senator Mark Hatfield 
Rep. William Gray 11/ 
Rep. Mary Rose Oakar 
Rep. Martin Frost 
Rep. Silvio Conte 
Hon. Sargent Shriver 

1986 
Senator Lowell Weicker 
Senator Carl Levin 
Senator Patrick Leahy 
Senator Warren Rudman 
Senator Mark Hatfield 
Rep. Jim Jeffords 
Rep. Charles Rangel 
Rep. George Miller 
Rep. Vic Fazio 
Rep. Pat Williams 

1991 
Senator Tom Harkin 

Senator Jim Sasser 

Senator Mark Hatfield 

Rep. Matthew Martinez 

Hodding Carter, 11/ 

Eunice Thomas 

Peter Edelman 

Bruce Morton 

Michael Duffy 


1989 
Secretary Louis Sullivan 

Rep. Bruce Morrison 

Rep. Donald Payne 

Rep. Dave McCurdy 

Rep. Tom Ridge 

Rep. Tom Tauke 

Lynda Johnson-Robb 

Dr. Isabel Sawhill 


1987 
Senator Tom Harkin 

Senator Jim Sasser 


. Senator Dale Bumpers 
Senator Bennett Johnston 
Senator Tom Daschle 
Senator Mark Hatfield 
Senator Lowell Weicker 
Rep. William Gray 11/ 
Rep. Leon Panetta 
Rep. Dick Gephardt 
Rep. Mike Lowry 
Rep. Dale Kildee 
Rep. Phil Sharp 
Rep'. Sander Levin 
Rep. Tom Tauke 
Rev. Jesse Jackson 

1985 
Senator Ernest HOllings 
Senator Charles Grassley 
Senator Robert Stafford 
Senator Nancy Kassebaum 
Rep. Pat Williams 
Rep. Dale Kildee 
Rep. Dave Obey 
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, A fax from ... 

Marjorie Witherspoon at..... NASCSP 

, Date: , April 7, 1993 

" 	 Number of Pages 

(including this one): 2 


TCl~ 
Carol Hampton' Rasco 

Domestic Polic)' Advisor to the Prc:aidcnt 


.The White House 


Comments: 

Hard copy to follow 


NASCSP's fax number is (202) 624~8472. 

If there arc any problems with this transmission, please call 
(202) 624-5866. 
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BOARD M£MIIRS 
REGION 1 

Avl'ilm Plott 
Vermont 

IUlGIONB 
GI'tIOty Adklnrl 

New,eney 
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REGlONlV 
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R£G!ONV 
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Ohio 


RECIONVI 
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low. 

REGlONVID 

Ann IC&gIt 

Utah 


ROO10NIX 
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Ar1.aw 

REClONX 

Ed Muulewhitf 

Idaho 


aBC Chair 

GnI"Wlmwr 
IIlinoit 


Wflltheriz.ation ChaIr 

'Imftena ReId 

P.l\npylv~ 

444 North c.pilQ! Stnet NW 
Suitt 56' 
W*,hlflltan. DC ZOIXll 
~Qjt/Ol"'uee 
IlIoNI ::ao:a16Uo14f2 . 

April 6, 1993 

Ms. Carol Hal1lPton Rasco 

Domeatic Policy Advisor 10 


the President 

The White Houl!lCl 

Washlnp;,n. DC 2OSOO 


Dear Carol: 

I oanno' begin to tell you what a thri.U it wu to I'11Mt with you in the West Wina 

of.thc White House. When J wail leaving so wu Barbara Walten. We wer. up 

close, and. personal in 1tae pard ho\UlCl. Qui&c: In afternoon all in all. 


Thank: yo:u again·for aereem, to speak at the Spring Conference of the National 

Association for State Community Services Ptoarams (NASCSp). Thomas was 

delighted when I asked. him co introduce you. You aN tho k.eynote speaker and . 

are scheduled to address die Assoclad.on lit tJu:, Opening Plenary onWcdnemy, 

April 14, 1993, in Salon nin the Ritz Carlton hotel in ArlinJlOn, Virginia, 12'0 

Hayes St:reet, Arlinaton.' VirJinia. It is at the Pentagon City Metro stop. We 

will bepn at 9:00 am. AI I reea1l"you have an early momina mceun,. We will , ~ 

be happy to hear from you at anytime durinl the montin" P1ease"havellomeone;· c..w, t 

call.. me· t() let me know wha,- dme you think you will arrive. Please plan to 

speak from twenty to chirty minutes. , " . ~ I 


As Wt discUised. rhe me,mbers will be anXious to hear anything you can tell . iit 
them aboutthe IlIppCIrt the Clinton administration has for anti.poverty prosrams. 
Given the Senate ItcpublWans' 8t110DI on' the "onomilt stimulus packaget this q
would also be an opportwletime to emle the audieJt(:e with advocacy on behalf I 

of the Presidentts "Vision of Chanp for America," I also remember that you () A 

sl1gpstAKi talking abo," cooperation and coordination amons state agencies as l.-£4It ~ 
well M local agcnltics. This iI a necessary mesaap and. on.e that gives the ~ J:J& . 
audience somcthlnl specific 10 do. , . ~~ 

I am as anxious as everyone else in the Association to hear yOW' speceh and look itfi:lll ~ 
forward to aeeinS you next week.. " " D. 0tl ~ Y.o. '_'"'"' "I 

With w personal n=pnI, " Je.i.-'~ · 

. ~44 ~ 


. . . (lffi; fl vf . .Q,v, . .. ~~ 
,f s--- ~/- ~~/ 

q.'~J , 
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National Association for State 
........ Community Services Programs 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

Chairperson: 


Kathy Kreiter 

Washington 


Vice Chairpersons: 

Susan Cook 

Florida 


Brenda Bostic 

Nebraska 

Rick Gerardi 

New York 


Thomas Green 

Arkansas 

Secretary 
Charles McCann 
Missouri 

Treasurer 
Fay G. Lohr 
Virginia 

Executive Director 
Marjorie 1. Witherspoon 

BOARD MEMBERS 
REGION I 

Avram Patt 
Vermont 

REGION II 
Gregory Adkins 
New Jersey 

REGION III 
Dennis Darling 
Pennsylvania 

REGION IV 
Floyd Wood 
Georgia 

REGION V 
Sara Ward 
Ohio 

REGION VI 
Liz Cordova 
New Mexic3'"" '-"""'~U 

Karen Novachek 

Arizona 


REGION X 

Ed Musslewhite 

Idaho 


CSBG Chair 

Grey Warrner 

Illinois 


. Weatherization Chair 
JamesEtta Reed 
Pennsylvania 

February 18, 1993 ~~~Wl'/. \, 

~;~~ 
Ms. Carol Rasco, Assistant .fb~ ~-,;~I.\\ 1)JJ, \fl ~,\\ 

to the President ~ .." WhQ.N\ ,", '..~. 
The White House r ~ ~~ ,,~~ ) ,~' t\ \'0 
1600 fennsylvania Avenue, NW O. •~~J a-v:t\~ ,!)' I~yN ~ 
Washington, DC 20006 ~v-~ I §- ..~. ~ 

Dear Carol ~~' ~'~l ~ ~~. 
Congratulations. I am thrilled that a person with the kind of commitment to . ~ ,. i~~ I' 

solving public problems you embody is in charge of the domestic policy agenda .,,,(\j '\~ :s-
for the White House. ~ #.~\,...... 
.,', .:;,. ;"" :.'.:.... '.. ; .. :.: ... :......_ .'..:...... ~ ;\'h~). 
~}l.~ ;;y:~.~ tt~g: ,or~. be~.al.! 9f}h¢.I~~t~?~.~l Ass~c.i~~~o.n,.l?{~ ~ t~t.e}:;oml~~u.~ll.t:Y.:~~.l;V,i,S.~~ \5 '../'.. 
Rly.g.~a1Jls)~~2<'=§!I;» .~~:.a~~.. Y,~u.}?; '?S .~he; F~y'n~t~;,s?:~~~,~(att,:,o~ll·l'S.WP~~ .~~ ", ~,~) 
CRqf~re.I1ce .. .It w~l1.pe.h~l.d a(t!le .Ritz Cqilt.oI1 ~t' t.he)~~~t~g9.1). ~Hy. .M.etl~<?~itop; "~' 
The '''ti1eme 'of'tl;e 2oilfel'ence 'i's""',;\"New 'Vi'sion:" Tlli'ilil1g Point'" ~111d 'we hi:e ~)\.' . 
lQokingfo .,: _ ~ne.,l ea y. . to.qps,criQe)h~ ,Clinton administration's vision . \~~j 
'for~d . lllg with low-incoine Amer'cans' problems. T~e ~ate for the speech is tI",~~ 
W anesday, April 14, 1993. We w uld want you to begin your remarks at 9:30 ,..oN 

. ~~t~· ~ 
~t.~: "r;:JJ .""H,~.,tI"'~ ~- t\} ~/"

'F~:--:~~ ~'L)Y~1~- ~''V'" .. ~~ ... 
members are tate irectors of the....CSBG and the Department of ..... ~f:jJJ-..!) 

. Energy'.s \~eathefizatiQ.!j Assistance Program, Many of them also administer th~e 
. -iricofne Home Eliergy Assistanc.e Program (LIHEAP). As you are aware ~ ~ 

all' of these programs were slated annually for extinction by the Reagan and _ . lJ1' 
Bush administrations .. :. ,. .... , .. ~~ 
We recognize the deficit and the many sacrifices tlu.lt will have to be made, bLlJ\O 
both the ..CSBG .and Weathel.·izat~on programs ,have pl:oven to be cost effective, MI 
and I .dunk ar~ .. lllvestments Illt)1e future ofth,s country. . , .. ,\ .~ 

M;~i;;~~~~~~t~e;~~1~~jr;i~w;~:a~~i~~~~,~1 J~~j~~~;:1i\f~,~I~~~~~t~1~:;,\b~; \~.~~ 

~o. spe'f~i~o}b~s~ ,s.t~~e (l<;ln~11l~str~toFs:. }t...~ppJ~-,Q!eJifs. ia,..~hpt}!l. ~1~.~.'aI:1l1 ,t? :hear 

from you where the adrninistration is going~· . .' . 


444 North Capitol Street NW 
Suite 548 . 
Washington, DC 20001 
202/624-5866 
Fax: 202/624-8472 

http:F~y'n~t~;,s?:~~~,~(att,:,o~ll�l'S.WP


Ms. Carol Rasco 
February 18, 1993 
page 2 

I realize that there are many demands on your time and that a number of organizations must be 
c lamorin'g for your attention. The state directors can further the new administration's agenda and 
I hope that you will favor us with your presence. 
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